
Journalism: The Gateway to Knowledge 
 As every other teenager in high school, I am overwhelmed with questions from family 
and friends. What schools are you looking at? What do you want to do? Their impatient eyes 
eat me alive as they expect a sophisticated response. Finding an answer has always been a 
problem for me. I began to say English teacher or journalist as writing and reading have 
always been passions of mine. As soon as I found a response, I was shut down by criticism. 
Find something with a bigger salary! That’s a tough field!  

So, having been told by others that journalism is not a promising field, I began to 
question whether it would be best for me to study it and pursue it for the rest of my life. When 
applying for Miami University’s Summer Scholars program the Media and the Millennial: 
Journalism in Action module caught my attention so I figured to give it a try. Over the course of 
two weeks I’ve learned that journalism and media isn’t a easy job, and don’t earn the highest of 
salaries, but it’s one of the most unique fields and it is a realistic option for me.  

 Media professionals are always facing challenges considering that every day is a 
surprise. Journalists are under the constant pressure of deadlines, lack of information or 
cooperation from sources, experts and victims, and the stress of competition. Some stories 
seem never-ending and it becomes difficult to find motivation to stay focused. Patience is 
something many lack, but journalists acquire this trait as they gain more experience. Also 
straight out of college, journalists are thrown into a new world where the demand to report out 
news is a 24-hour job rather than a 9-to-5 one. Journalists have to step out of their comfort 
zones to ask questions and interview community members about anything and everything.  

 Because technology keeps advancing, newspapers are set on a road of extinction in the 
next century or so. This means that newspapers and magazines are forced to cut staff 
members which causes a ripple effect in terms of the quality of reports since the workload 
increases. Online journalism is becoming more popular because it’s fast and easily accessible 
and the public rely on their phones and the Internet to stay updated. Every change calls for a 
different way of doing things so journalists have to be flexible and adapt to new ways. After all, 
they never really take a break from learning.  

 Having the amazing opportunity to speak and meet with real-life journalists and 
professionals in the media industry, I began to think about where I might belong. Apart from 
writing being a hobby, I have always been hooked on entertainment so something about the 
entertainment aspect of journalism intrigues me. If I were to pursue journalism, I would love to 
be an anchor/reporter for an entertainment channel or an editor or staff writer for a magazine 
such as People, Cosmopolitan, or Entertainment Weekly.   

 Overall, I’m very grateful for the program for teaching me the reality of being a journalist 
in the midst of a world where news is constantly happening and for further peaking my interest 
in the field of journalistic writing. 

        -- Magdalena Wyszynski 
	  


