
A Dynamic Industry 
Media and the Millennial: Journalism in Action at Miami University has given me 
the opportunity to explore an ever-changing business. Early on in life I found that 
I had a particular interest for writing and reporting, specifically about crime. We 
live in a world where crime will never go away, so hey at least I’d always have a 
job.  

The media industry is always undergoing change. The largest change currently 
taking place in journalism is the transfer from print to digital. With this big change 
come numerous detrimental consequences. First, many cutbacks have and will 
continue in jobs for journalists, putting many people out of work. This could then 
lead to poor output of work as employees are expected to complete more tasks. 
In Media and the Millennial, I learned about the different areas that produce news 
such as newspapers, magazines, online journalism, and broadcast organizations. 
I had the opportunity to listen to many reporters that come from a range of areas 
of journalism. It was a great experience that allowed me to hear the perspectives 
of adults who use journalism in their every day work life.  

No matter if you’re a freelance writer for Rolling Stone, an Associated Press 
correspondent or publisher of the Cincinnati Enquirer, you must learn to master 
the art of patience. When formulating a story, a journalist typically has the natural 
desire to publish it first. Publishing an article without fact checking it, just so you 
can be the first, can come back to “bite you in the butt.” On digital it is easier and 
quicker to update the status of an article, but print can take a while. If a story is 
released with false information and the public has access to it, your reputation 
can be ruined. Ever since I was young, I have acquired a taste for patience. I 
believe that the industry of journalism would suit me very well, especially on the 
topic of crime. Because of my fascination with writing about crime, investigative 
reporting has me sold.  

Over the past two weeks I have learned that journalism is a complex industry. It 
can be stressful and chaotic and requires patience and dedication. But as all of 
the individual guests we interviewed shared, if you have a passion for what you 
are doing, nothing else matters. Taking this class allowed me the opportunity to 
learn the different mediums of journalism and the day-to-day tasks of many 
individuals who pursued the industry. It also gave me a better idea of what I want 
to pursue in the future.  

-- Ally Schmidhammer  

 


