
The Death Penalty is costing millions in Ohio 
By Julia Valencia 

 

Ohio’s last execution, of Dennis McGuire, 

53, in 2014 cost the state $10.60. However, 

taxpayers paid far more that to maintain 

Ohio’s capital death punishment system. 

 

According to the Dayton Daily News Ohio 

spent $600,000 just to house him in prison 

for 24 years, made more expensive than 

average inmates because he was in high-cost 

lockup on Death Row for much of his time. 

The cost of litigating his case in county, 

state and federal courts as he fought his 

execution left Ohio’s taxpayers with a bill of 

$1 million or more.  

 

As a rule, death penalty cases cost more and 

take longer than non-capital punishment 

cases. McGuire, 53, was executed a year ago 

January with an untested combination of 

lethal drugs that left him gasping and 

choking during the 26-minute process. This 

was a sign of cruel and unusual punishment 

according to his family, who has filed a 

lawsuit against the state, another cost.  

 

This money can be used to improve prisons, 

job-training, post-prison efforts and police 

departments across Ohio.  

In total Ohio spends close to $17 million a 

year on the death penalty, The Daily News 

investigation showed the average cost of a 

single death penalty trial, conviction, and 

execution is at least $3 million, the paper 

found.  

 

Kevin Werner has been director of Ohioans 

to Stop Executions since October 2007. “I 

don’t know the exact cost of the death 

penalty in Ohio,” he told a journalism class 

at Miami University last week. “No one in 

our state can tell you an exact number with a 

straight face. The prices are extreme.”  

 

Without the death penalty the state would 

potentially save millions. This would make a 

better use of taxpayers’ money and can be 

used to improve the state of Ohio according 

to Werner.  

 

The cost of a death penalty case is at least 

three times more than the alternative of a 

trial where the maximum possible sentence 

is life imprisonment without the possibility 

of parole according to the Dayton Daily 

News.   

 



“Without the death penalty the state would 

be saving millions,” Werner said with 

frustration. “The country would save 

millions. And this money could go directly 

to improve the state.”  

 

With the millions Ohio would save it could 

improve prisons, job-training, post-prison 

efforts and police departments. The cost of 

the death penalty is not worth it and should 

be abolished.  

 

 

 

Resources:  

https://niihka.miamioh.edu/access/content/group/f58d6c48-b4a1-49c7-aae9-

3ddfbb72640e/Death%20Penalty/OTSE%2Breport%2BS15.pdf 

http://www.mydaytondailynews.com/news/news/crime-law/execution-costs-

rising/ndXdQ/#__federated=1 

http://www.cleveland.com/open/index.ssf/2015/04/ohios_last_execution_drugs_cos.html 

  



High Cost of Death Row Across the United 
States 

By Julia Valencia 
 

There are many reasons to abolish the 

death penalty: it is immoral, kills 

innocent people, discriminates against 

minorities, and it serves as an economic 

drain on governments across the country.  

 

States waste millions of dollars winning 

death penalty verdicts that require 

expensive trials, witnesses and long jury 

selections. Death Rows also require 

extra security and maintenance costs and 

a 15-to-20-year appeals process.  

 

The Death Penalty Information Center, a 

research organization that opposes 

capital punishment, gathered evidence of 

the high costs of Death Row in several 

states.  

 

According to the organization, keeping 

inmates on Death Row in Florida costs 

taxpayers $51 million a year more than 

holding them for life without parole. In 

Texas each death penalty case costs 

taxpayers about $2.3 million. That is 

about three times the cost of imprisoning 

someone in a single cell at the highest 

security level for 40 years.  

 

“The state of Maryland found that it had 

spent $37.5 million per execution within 

a 10-year period,” said Kevin Werner, 

the director of Ohioans to Stop 

Executions. “In California they spent 

over $4 billion per execution but they 

haven’t executed anyone since the early 

90s.” 

 

In 2012, Connecticut became the fifth 

state in five years to abolish the death 

penalty. It was the 16th state to abandon 

capital punishment following New 

Jersey, New York, New Mexico, and 

Illinois according to DPIC. 

 

“The trend is always that the death 

penalty system is millions of dollars a 

year more than life without parole,” said 

Werner.  

 

Money spent on Death Row could be 

used to improve prisons, job-training, 

post-prison efforts and police 

departments.  

 



If Ohio lawmakers cannot find the moral 

courage to abolish the death penalty, the 

economic case should persuade them to 

follow Connecticut’s lead.  

 

Resources:  

http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org/costs-death-penalty 

http://deathpenaltyinfo.org/documents/2012YearEnd.pdf 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


