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On November 1, 2014, Riley Jackson and Wiley Bridgeman were officially 

exonerated of their crimes and released after Eddie Vernon, the key witness in their jury 

trial, signed an affidavit and recanted his damning testimony during a hearing in 

Cuyahoga County Common Pleas Court. Vernon said he made a false accusation under 

pressure from police. 

Jackson and Bridgeman were arrested in 1975 in Cleveland, Ohio as the alleged 

perpetrators of the murder of businessman Harold Franks. On May 19 of that year, as he 

walked out of the Fairmount Cut-Rite convenience store, Franks was reportedly beaten, 

shot twice with a .38 caliber by assailants who threw acid in his face. 

Bridgeman’s brother, Ronnie, was arrested for aiding the two and served 27 years 

in prison before he was released in 2003. 

Both Bridgeman brothers were convicted at separate trials and sent to Death Row. 

Their sentences then reduced to life in prison after the U.S. Supreme Court struck down 

the death penalty in 1978. Jackson’s sentence had been changed to life a year earlier 

because of jury error.  

At the time of their 1975 trial, Vernon was only 12 years old, and with no other 

witnesses or evidence to incriminate Jackson and Bridgeman, authorities built a case 

around Vernon’s testimony. 

Vernon told investigators that he saw the three men flee the crime scene during 

his bus ride home from school and that a friend had told him their names. His affidavit 

made clear that his school bus never passed near the Fairmount Cut-Rite, but had a route 

a block away.  

According to the National Registry of Exonerations, Jackson, 57, had been 

incarcerated since he was 18. With 39 years behind bars, he served more time in prison 

than anyone who has ever been released from prison on a wrongful conviction. 

“That was the day my life stopped, so that day is in my mind forever,” Jackson 

said in a November 2014 interview with NPR. “There was a robbery up there and 

somebody had killed a gentleman and shot the store owner. Unbeknownst to us, 

somebody was actually saying that we were the perpetrators.”  



Neither Jackson nor Bridgeman were angry at Vernon following their release. 

“It’s amazing,” Wiley Bridgeman said as he stepped out of the jail and into the 

arms of his younger brother. “The bitterness is over with. I carried that too long.”  


