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Unlike many political issues being tackled by 
politicians and interest groups, the death penalty 
does not directly affect many Ohioans lives in 
any way, because of this reality, much of the 
general public is uneducated on many aspects 
of capital punishment. 
 
While hard work is being done by groups like 
OTSE (Ohioans To Stop Executions) and their 
proponents, citizens need to do their part to 
become more informed on the how the law is 
applied, how the death penalty is administered, 
and the key issues associated with the both.  
 
In Ohio and all over America, there are huge 
problems with not only the death penalty, but 
also the entire criminal justice system. There is a 
massive rift between law enforcement and the 
people they are supposed to be protecting, 
especially in African American communities. 
Just look at the recent violence in Baltimore and 
previously in Ferguson.  
 
Racial disparity likewise is among the myriad of 
problems with Ohio’s death penalty. According 
to OTSE, more than 70 percent of the people on 
Ohio’s death row are there for the murder of a 
white person, even though more than half of all 
homicide victims are black, and of the 138 
inmates currently on death row in Ohio, more 
than half African-American, even though they 
make up just 13 percent of Ohio’s population. 
For the death penalty to be fair, Ohio cannot 
value the lives of some more than others.  
 
Along with racial disparity, there is also 
significant geographic disparity in capital 
punishment cases. According to OTSE, from 
1981 to July of 2011, 10 Ohio counties that 
make up 48 percent of Ohio’s population 
accounted for more than 79.5 percent of all 
capital cases filed in the state. The remaining 
20.5 percent of capital cases were spread 
among 72 other counties. 
 
Obviously, many of these counties have higher 
populations and higher crime rates, but 
prosecutorial discretion plays a large role as 
some prosecutors notoriously seek the death  

penalty far more enthusiastically than others.  
 
There are many other issues surrounding the 
death penalty like high costs, its inability to deter 
violent crimes and trauma imposed on prison 
staff.  
 
If Ohio must retain the death penalty in Ohio it is 
vital that lawmakers quickly work to solve these 
problems.  Republican Sen. Bill Seitz and 
Democratic Sen. Saundra Williams are currently 
working to put in place some of the 
recommendations (like narrowing the scope of 
crimes considered death penalty eligible and 
banning the execution of those with mental 
illness) from a joint task force that reviewed 
Ohio’s death penalty laws.  
 While this progress is great to see, there is one 
major issue that no task force or bill will ever be 
able to solve.  It is inevitable that the courts will 
sometimes make a mistake and find an innocent 
man or woman guilty.  
 
“If you make a mistake and execute someone, 
that’s it,” Terry Collins, former director of the 
Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and 
Correction, says on OTSE’s website.  
 
The criminal justice system should never put 
itself in a position were it can’t correct its 
mistakes. Ohioans are fortunate enough to live 
in a country with extremely dependable courts, 
but there will always be human error. If life 
without parole became the hardest sentence in 
Ohio, it would eliminate the possibility of 
uncorrectable mistakes.  
 
Since 1976, nine men have been exonerated 
from Death Row in Ohio. If not for new evidence 
in these cases the criminal justice system could 
have killed nine innocent men. That is much 
worse any systemic flaw in the death penalty.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A Brief History of the Death Penalty By: Nick Ramsey 
 
 
The death penalty has been under intense 
scrutiny in Ohio and all over the nation for a 
plethora of reasons. Ohio, grappling with 
multiple issues, postponed all executions this 
year as it considers reforms suggested by a joint 
task force that reviewed the death penalty. 
Sens. Bill Seitz, R-Cincinnati, and Sandra 
Williams, D-Cleveland introduced legislation 
today that, if passed, would prohibit the 
execution of mentally disabled. 
  
Some believe the days of the death penalty 
could be limited. Before the death penalty itself 
becomes history, here’s a look back at death 
penalty in Ohio.  
 
From 1803, the founding of Ohio, until 1885, all 
executions were carried out by a public hanging 
in the county where the crimes were committed. 
That year state legislators voted to move all 
executions to the Ohio Penitentiary in 
Columbus.  
 
Hanging remained the method of execution until 
1897, when the electric chair was introduced 
because it was seen to be more technologically 
advanced and humane. According to the Ohio 
Department of Rehabilitation and Correction, 
315 people were executed via the electric chair 
from 1897 to 1963.  
 
In 1972, the U.S. Supreme Court declared the 
death penalty unconstitutional. As a result, 60 
Ohio inmates on Death Row had their sentences 
reduced to life in prison.   
 
Two years later, the Ohio Attorney General’s 
office revised Ohio’s Death Penalty, but the 
Supreme Court rejected it in 1978. 
Subsequently, an additional 97 death row 
inmates had their sentences reduced to life in 
prison.   
 
In 1981, Ohio lawmakers made yet another 
revision to capital punishment. The new law 
included strict criteria for prosecutors to seek the 
death penalty. The law went into effect on Oct. 
19, 1981, and is still used today.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In 1993, then Gov. George Voinovich signed a 
bill that gave inmates the option to choose 
between lethal injection and electrocution. 
However, in 2001, then Gov. Bob Taft signed a 
bill that eliminated electrocution as a method of 
execution.  
 
Since 1976, a total of 53 inmates have been 
executed by lethal injection, which is the eighth 

most in the nation, according to the Death 
Penalty Information Center. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OTSE leads anti-death penalty efforts 
By Patricia Gallagher Newberry 

 
 
 
 


