
Death Row’s Butler County residents: 

Jose Loza and Calvin McKelton 
 

By Lauren Kiggins 
 

 

Jose Trinidad Loza  

Los Angeles native Jose Trinidad Loza murdered four people on Jan. 16, 1991: 
his girlfriend’s mother, 46-year-old Georgia Davis; his girlfriend’s brother, 25-
year-old Gary Mullins; and his girlfriend’s sisters, 20-year-old Cheryl Senteno and 
17-year-old Jerri Jackson, who was six months pregnant at the time. According 
to prosecutors, Loza killed them in their house after Davis threatened to have 
Loza arrested if he attempted to leave Ohio with Dorothy Jackson, her daughter 
and Loza’s girlfriend, who was a minor.  
 
Loza shot each of the victims in the head at close range while they slept in Davis’ 
Middletown, Ohio, home, where 19-year-old Loza had also been living. Loza 
confessed to police and revealed the order in which he shot the victims. 
Specifically Loza received the death penalty for murdering Mullins, Senteno and 
Jackson. The jury “recommended life in prison without possibility of parole for 30 
years” for the death of Davis, according to The Reading Eagle. 
 
The Ohio Supreme Court affirmed the conviction and death sentence of Loza, 
born June 19, 1972, on direct appeal on Nov. 30, 1994. Three and a half years 
later, Loza filed a petition in the district court for a writ of habeas corpus to 
determine the validity of his detention. In October 2002, Loza again filed an 
amended petition for a writ of habeas corpus. The district court ordered the 
parties to supplement the record in February 2006, then denied Loza’s motion for 
an evidentiary hearing and dismissed his habeas petition in March 2010. Less 
than a month later, Loza filed a motion to alter and amend judgment, which was 
subsequently denied by district court in March 2011. The Sixth Circuit affirmed 
the denial of habeas relief in September of last year, to which “Loza argued 
among other things that the trial court improperly allowed statements Loza 
alleges were made amid police coercion,” according to The Associated Press. 
On Dec. 22, 2014, Loza requested additional time in which to file his petition for a 
writ of certiorari, ordering his case to be reviewed by the U.S. Supreme Court. 

 
Calvin S. McKelton  

Calvin S. McKelton was indicted Feb. 27, 2010, for murdering 27-year-old 
Germaine Lamar Evans. In 2008, McKelton and Evans were at attorney Margaret 
Allen’s Fairfield, Ohio, home. McKelton and Allen, who were in an “on-again, off-
again” relationship, had an argument that resulted in McKelton strangling Allen.  
Two weeks prior to the confrontation, Allen miscarried her child with McKelton. A 
prosecutor’s motion indicated that Allen wanted to end her relationship with 



McKelton and terminate the pregnancy around the time she first knew she was 
pregnant, for she did not want to tie herself to McKelton. "She was afraid to get 
an abortion, however, fearing the defendant would 'kill me' if he knew," 
prosecutors revealed in a document referenced in an October 2010 Cincinnati 
Enquirer article. 
 
Evans was present at the time of the homicide, later stating, according to court 
filings, that the fight between McKelton and Allen was about abortion. 
After staging the crime scene as a burglary, Evans drove with McKelton to 
Cincinnati’s East End, where they dumped Allen’s body in the woods near the 
Ohio River. 
 
Police attempted to contact Evans in February 2009 after learning (from 
unnamed people that Evans told) that he may have witnessed the Allen 
homicide. In the days following these attempts, McKelton murdered Evans, 
shooting him in the back of the head at Cincinnati’s Inwood Park to prevent him 
from being a witness against him in the Allen homicide. 
 
After preparing the Evans homicide scene to look like a drug deal gone bad, 
McKelton allegedly set fire to Allen’s house, according to The Cincinnati 
Enquirer.  
 
McKelton, born April 9, 1977, was sentenced to death on Nov. 4, 2010. By Dec. 
17, McKelton filed a notice of appeal for his direct appeal to the Ohio Supreme 
Court. McKelton later filed his merit brief on Jan. 17, 2012, to which the state 
responded to on June 5, 2012, and McKelton replied on July 20, 2012. With the 
permission of the court, the state filed an additional brief on Nov. 3, 2014.  
 
Concurrently, McKelton filed a petition for post-conviction relief in the trial court 
on Dec. 28, 2011, which he amended three times in early 2012. Also on Jan. 20, 
2012, McKelton requested funds for experts and an evidentiary hearing. He has 
continued to press his case for appeal without success since then. 
 
 



You cannot undo death penalty 
By Lauren Kiggins 

 

Once a person is executed, you cannot undo it. 
 
That line alone, even in the absence of other unjust facets of the system, is 
reason enough to end the death penalty in Ohio. 
 
Nine men have been exonerated from Ohio’s Death Row since 1976, spending a 
combined total of 207 incarcerated hours for crimes they did not commit, 
according to the Ohioans to Stop Executions’ (OTSE) 2015 report, a complement 
to the 2014 Ohio Attorney General Capital Crimes Report. 
 
The nation’s leading source of death penalty information, Death Penalty 
Information Center, employs a three-part test to determine if an offender had 
been exonerated. The “defendant must have been convicted and sentenced to 
death, and been acquitted of all charges related to the crime that placed him on 
Death Row; or had all charges related to the crime that placed him on Death Row 
dismissed by the prosecution; or been granted a pardon based on evidence of 
innocence,” says the 2015 OTSE report. 
 
While these wrongful death penalty convictions may be cases of human error, 
among other things, putting one’s life on the line is too much to lead to the 
chance of human error. 
 
“Relatively few [death row exonerations] take place because DNA evidence plays 
a role or was and could be tested,” says Kevin Werner, executive director of 
OTSE. “Of the 151 death row exonerations, only 20 had DNA evidence that 
played a role in the demonstration of innocence. This number falls between 13 to 
14 percent.” 
 
Use of eyewitness reports, uncertified crime labs and unaccredited coroners that 
provide evidence are among the ways that Death Row inmates are convicted. 
Death penalty indictments are under the discretion of the county prosecutor. In 
Cuyahoga County under Prosecutor Bill Mason, there were 11 people indicted in 
2012 for the death penalty. By comparison, in 2013 under Prosecutor Timothy 
McGinty, there were four people indicted in Cuyahoga County for the death 
penalty, according to The Supreme Court of Ohio and The Ohio Judicial System. 
 
That is not to deny that there are evil people in the world, carrying out evil acts. 
To those convicted of evil crimes, life in prison is the most appropriate 
alternative, both morally and financially. 
 



The average ticket price of a sentence of life without parole costs the state of 
Ohio roughly $1.1 million per case, while the cost of the death penalty costs a 
minimum of $3 million dollars per case, according to a 2014 investigative study 
by the Dayton Daily News and CBS affiliate, WHIO-TV Channel 7. 
 
Between general human error, power of county prosecutors, variety of “valid” 
evidence and the cost associated with death penalty, the decision to end Ohio’s 
death penalty is simply logical, if nothing else. 
 


