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An eye for an eye makes the whole world 
blind, a popular aphorism that has been 
directly related to the difficult topic of capital 
punishment, works only when referring to an 
issue that is a black-or-white.  
 
But because there are many factors that go 
into the decision-making process of this life-
ending sentence, is it possible that the 
adage isn’t necessarily as fitting as we 
thought? We must ask ourselves if revenge 
is what we’re after, or if justice is the 
ultimate goal, in which case, capital 
punishment would only make us visually 
impaired.  
 
The issue of the death penalty and whether 
it should be legal or not, is a debate that has 
been ongoing among our society for 
decades, but with the botching of several 
different executions and haunting questions 
about lethal injection drugs in Ohio, I can’t 
help but think that this might not be the most 
humane and effective form of punishment 
for the state, and I am not alone.  
 
Paul Pfeifer, Senior Justice on the Ohio 
Supreme Court, believes that because of the 
inconsistency of the death penalty, the best 
answer would be to just “take it off the 
books.” As an alternative, the former 
legislative sponsor on the 1981 bill to 
reinstate to Ohio’s death penalty suggests 
the ultimate form of punishment be life in 
prison with no possibility of parole.  
 
Because Ohio can’t seem to come up with 
an entirely consistent and efficient way of 

executing those given the death penalty it 
should just be eliminated all together. Aside 
from the botching of executions, in which 
those that are to be executed were given the 
lethal injection drugs and did not die 
immediately as they should have, there have 
been several cases of exoneration. This 
shows a lack of thoroughness, in depth 
researching and thought that goes into these 
cases that are sent to death row, so why us 
it is an option at all? This also slows down 
the rate of executions. Since the national 
rate of executions nationwide is the lowest 
that is has been in the past 20 years, 
according the Columbus Dispatch, 
lawmakers have introduced new laws that 
will help with this issue of declining numbers 
and money wasted.   
 
“The bills focus on significant 
recommendations: preventing execution of 
seriously mentally disabled inmates; 
establishing a statewide indigent death-
penalty litigation fund in the Ohio Public 
Defender’s office; requiring certification for 
coroner’s offices and crime labs, and 
prohibiting convictions based solely on 
uncorroborated information from a jailhouse 
informant”, Alan Johnson and Mike Wagner 
wrote in the article.  
 
These solutions are somewhat unconnected 
to the larger issue, it doesn’t appear that the 
state of Ohio is willing to get rid of the death 
penalty all together any time soon, as a 
majority of decision makers are for capital 
punishment. While I agree that capital 
punishment has its place in the lawmaking 
system, I would argue that it is in the best 
interest of the state if they come up with a 
more dependable, foolproof system. But 
because it seems as if nothing that they are 
doing is working in favor of this debated 
form of punishment, they should just leave it 
alone, and leave those that have been 
convicted of a crime so heinous to receive 
this punishment, in jail for the remainder of 
their life. If you can’t get it right, then leave it 
alone. 

 
 
 

 



West Chester 
Man, Faces Death 
Penalty after 
stabbing 53-year-
old man 
By: Shelby Hyde  
	  
 
Gregory Osie, of West Chester Ohio, was 
charged with fatally stabbing his girlfriend’s 
business colleague, David Williams ten 
times on Valentines Day of 2009. The victim 
had previously accused Osie’s girlfriend of 
stealing $18,000 from the pairs shared 
company, United Contractors Unlimited 
(UCU), and the convicted was trying to avoid 
his girlfriend, Robin Patterson, of being 
charged with theft. Though Osie wasn’t a 
partner in the company, he had worked as a 
contractor on several different occasions. 
 

Prosecutors accused Osie of murdering the 
53-year-old when he threatened to report 
the theft to	  police. The convicted stabbed 
Williams ten times, in the abdomen and 
chest; his throat was slashed three times. 
After killing Williams, Osie then went to his 
house and staged a botched burglary, in 
which he was killed.  
 
The now 52-year-old was charged and 
convicted of aggravated murder, murder, 
aggravated burglary, aggravated robbery 
and tampering with evidence. Osie was 
sentenced to death by a three-judge panel 
later that year. 
 
 In 2014, it was announced that his case 
would appear in front of a court, because of 
accusations by Osie’s lawyer that “his rights 
were violated by 19 errors during trial, 
including: the admission of hearsay 
statements, from William’s business partner, 
Osie was not given the chance to make a 
statement during sentencing, and the 
prosecution failed to show he purposely 
killed Williams”. Soon after it was decided 
that Osie’s death sentence would still be 
upheld. A sentence date has not been given 
as of now. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 



Ohio Man’s Death 
Row Sentence 
Upheld 
By: Shelby Hyde 
On May 12,1995 Kenneth Smith murdered 
58-year-old Lewis Ray and his wife, 54-year-
old Ruth Ray in their Hamilton home.  Ray 
had previously lent Smith over $2,500, 
which he had failed to repay.  
 
The convicted hit Mr. Ray in the face with a 
hammer and slit his throat. His brother, 
Randy Smith, then choked his wife, Ruth to 
death. The pair then stole jewelry and 
money from the house.  
 
In June of 2011, Smith’s attorney asked 
Ohio governor, John Kasich for clemency. 
Because the Smith brother’s were both 

responsible for the death of the Ohio couple, 
the attorney brought the question to the 
Clemency Board of why Kenneth was the 
only one to be placed on death row. Randy 
was given a life sentence, with parole 
eligibility after 30-years. Their response was 
that Kenneth was the mastermind behind 
the murder and burglary and Randy was a 
“subordinate to his brother”, according to 
FOX19News. Though this case rose a bit of 
a controversy on the issue of the death 
penalty in the state of Ohio, the sentence 
remained. Since being in prison, Smith has 
had his larynx removed, and now uses an 
artificial voice box, so the state allowed him 
to have one hand free during his lethal 
injection so that it would be easier for him to 
give his last statement.  
 
Smith has been on death row since 
February 13, 1996 and has still not been 
given a sentence date.   
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