
Group wants Ohio to fix or end death 
penalty 

By Amanda Hancock  
 
The next execution in Ohio is set for January 
2016, but one group wants to stop that from 
happening. 
 
When it comes to the death penalty, group 
members want Ohio lawmakers to either fix 
it or end it.  
 
That’s the campaign being rolled out by 
Ohioans to Stop Executions (OTSE), a 
coalition based in Columbus.   
 
“There are so many misconceptions that we 
see the ‘worst of the worst’ in Ohio, and 
that’s just not true,” said Kevin Werner, the 
group’s executive director.  
 
With executions in Ohio on hold this year 
because of problems obtaining drugs for 
lethal injections, Werner and his peers want 
to press the permanent pause button. 
Werner advocates instead for life sentences 
without parole for those convicted.  
 
During this virtual moratorium, OTSE is 
pushing for Ohio to start enforcing 
recommendations offered by a Supreme 
Court task force about a year ago.  

Supporters say these recommendations 
could, among other things, prevent future 
wrongful convictions. Legislation 
introduced recently in the Ohio Senate 
includes some of the task force's ideas.  

Werner cites the disparity between county 
prosecutors as one of the main needs for 
reform. 
 
“Many don’t want to be told to seek 
permission to pursue the death penalty,” he 
said. 
 
In Cuyahoga County, the number of 
indictments jumped from four to 76 in a span 
of two years following an election of a new 
prosecutor, he told Miami journalism 
students this spring.  
 

“So how can that be the will of the same 
people?” he said.  
 
Or, there’s always ending it. The only way to 
regulate the errors of the system is not to 
have the system, said Werner.   
 
“If we’re going to take away someone’s life, 
we need to be sure.” 
 
OTSE, founded in 1988, is made up of 
community leaders, activists, attorneys, 
Death-Row-exonerees and people “who 
have lost loved ones to violence,” Werner 
said.  

One high-profile ally is former Ohio Gov. 
Bob Taft. “It may be time to ask the question 
whether the death penalty in Ohio is a dead 
man walking,” Taft says on OTSE’s website.  
 
One of the tenets of the group is informing 
Ohioans and getting them involved. It’s 
hosting an event in Liberty on May 26, titled 
“Voices of Experiences.”  
 
The series of town hall forums will include a 
talk from Derrick Jamison, who survived 
nearly 20 years on death row in Ohio before 
being exonerated and freed in 2005. 
Jamison is one of 94 inmates who have 
been removed from Death Row, though not 
all exonerated, since Ohio first re-enacted 
the death penalty in 1981.  
 
Before reform can happen, Werner says all 
sides need to come together.   
 
“It becomes a question of ‘Do we want to get 
this right or win at all costs?’” 
 
 
 
 
  
	  


