
Students may not believe it but 
Miami University is trying to cut costs 
for student parking. In the last year 
the Division of Student Affairs has 
planned several different strategies 
to ease the pain of parking in Oxford. 
Among its plans:  
 
• Raise more parking revenue by 

charging faculty and guests more 
to park. 

• Force construction workers out of 
premium parking spaces. 

• Communicate parking do’s and 
don’t’s more clearly with uniform 
parking signs. 

 
“We are doing as much as we can 
for the students parking costs,” said 
Assistant Director of Transportation 
and Parking Services George 
MacDonald. 
 
Miami is notorious for giving out 
parking tickets. Students, along with 
faculty and staff, constantly have 
trouble finding parking places if they 
do not own a parking permit.  
 
Students are able to purchase 
semester or year-long parking 
permits as early as Aug. 15 at 7:30 
a.m., either online or at the Parking 
and Transportation Services office.  
 
There are also options for students 
who live off campus. They are able 
to purchase 24-hour access passes  
to the West Millett and Ditmer 
parking lots.  
 
Additionally, Miami offers parking in 
two garages each consisting of 500 
parking spaces. Parking garages  

 
cost $1 for the first hour and 50 
cents every hour after that. Money 
on Mula accounts may be used to 
pay garage fees. 
 
In 2013, Miami University earned 
$1.8 million a year for parking 
services and $527,000 from parking 
fines, according to David Creamer, 
vice president for finance and 
business services and Miami 
treasurer. 
  
The funds go to support existing and 
future parking options. At present, 
the university needs $2 million for 
new curbs and asphalt in many 
areas of the campus.  
“The lifespan of these materials for a 
parking lot is about 20 years,” 
MacDonald said. 
 
MacDonald acknowledged that 
Miami is not “a car-friendly campus” 
– but said it continues to work on 
making parking a bit less of a 
headache.  
  
“Some exciting news is that Miami 
University will have 400 new parking 
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spaces in a lot located at the old 
Talawanda High School,” he said, 
noting that the lot will open up more 
spaces for students. 
 
Parking and Transportation Services 
also plans to make parking signs and 
rules easier to follow and comply 
with. Its staff wants to write fewer 
tickets, but not lower the price of 
them. “We write less and less tickets 
each year. The kids who usually get 
one ticket do not get another,” 
MacDonald said.  
 
MacDonald emphasized that the 
university is not out to get students’ 
money, but make it convenient for 
them at the lowest price possible. 
“Compared to what the rest of the 
world charges it’s not that much,” 
MacDonald said.  
 
Parking and Transportation Services 
is also forcing construction workers 
out of premium parking spots on 
campus to make more room for 
students and other drivers. With all 
the recent construction there have 
been many utility trucks, construction 
trucks, and other types of machinery 
taking up prime campus space.  
There are 1,069 red pass 
construction workers on campus this 
year, meaning that there are 1,069 
trucks and/or vehicles with 
permission to park on campus 
grounds. Considering that, the 
university has decided to limit the 
number of “red passes” or 
construction passes allotted each 
company to just two for foremen on 
various jobs. Other workers will have 
to park elsewhere. 
 
 

“We are really trying to push the idea 
of carpools,” MacDonald said. 
 
MacDonald said carpooling is not 
only an idea for construction 
workers, but for faculty as well. Next 
year the university plans to offer 
incentives to faculty willing to carpool 
with one another.  
 
With all the new buildings going up, 
students expect to have parking 
access to them.  
 
“When I came to a college, 
especially one that has a reputation 
like Miami, I expected to at least 
have a parking spot when I go to 
class. I pay a lot of money to go here 
and it should benefit me in some 
way,” said junior Margaret Kistner. 
 
Although the marketing major has 
never gotten a ticket here, she is 
very careful of where to park 
because she has heard of the 
outrageous parking tickets other 
students have received. 
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“I never drive on campus because I 
know there won’t be parking 
anywhere I need. It’s just not worth 
the money or the hassle,” she said. 
 
But while Miami is aiming to ease 
parking woes, it sometimes seem to 
create them, as well.  
 
The Armstrong Student Center, for 
example, intentionally lacks parking. 
It was a strategic way for the 
university to control the flow of 
parking on campus. Maple Street 
parking has done very well 
controlling the congestion of cars on 
campus. The availability of parking 
on each side of the street changes 
day to day to keep a steady flow. 
This way students have a place to 
park close enough to the student 
center, but not overcrowd the middle 
of campus. 
 
“I think it is ridiculous that the 
university keeps building more and 
more without the idea of parking  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
spaces in mind. It frustrates me. 
When I do find a space, I can only 
charge up to an hour and it’s too far 

away to where I want to go,” said 
junior Emily Iwaszkiewicz. 
 
Iwaszkiewicz, a nursing major, has it 
worse than many Oxford students – 
as she must travel to Hamilton for 
her nursing classes and then cannot 
find parking when she returns. 
 
Consequently, she has gotten 
upward of $400 in tickets and a boot 
placed on her car for a vehicle 
violation, parking overnight. 
 
While the university claims it is doing 
all it can to help the parking 
frustrations at Miami, it cannot 
promise students like Iwaszkiewicz 
she won’t accrue hefty parking fines 
for violating parking rules. 
 
“We aren’t trying to make it difficult, 
but convenient,” MacDonald said. 


