
Miami tuition 44 percent above state average 
 

By Dustin Stout 
 
Despite the school’s academic prestige, the 
nickname may have more to do with the high 
costs associated with the university. Miami 
University – long-ago dubbed a “public ivy” 
institution -- has a history of high tuition and 
costs, and that does not appear to be changing 
anytime soon.  
 
Miami currently charges $14,013 for in-state 
undergraduate tuition a year while the average 
tuition for students at Ohio’s 13 public 
universities for 2014-15 is $9,700. That puts 
Miami 44 percent above the average. The next 
highest tuition among public universities in Ohio 
is the University of Cincinnati at $11,000. The 
range in Ohio goes from Miami University at the 
top to Central State University’s tuition of 
$6,246. 
 
The out-of-state tuition is even more daunting 
with its $30,121 price tag. This is compared to 
schools such as The Ohio State University, 
which is the next highest price at $26,537. 
 
On top of tuition, students must pay for 
residence halls and food in most cases. Miami 
has the highest residence hall fees and provides 
the least food credit with it among all other Ohio 
public universities. Annually, students at Miami 
will pay $11,058 for room and board.  
 
To make matters harder for students, Miami’s 
financial aid does not seem to be changing at 
all. In 2008, Miami granted an average of 
$12,360 per semester to students. That was 
$6,000 more than the next highest public 
university institutional grant, Bowling Green 
University. By 2011, Miami University 
institutional grant rate had fallen to 67 percent to 
$5,702.  
 
Brent Shock, the director of student financial 
assistant, explained this significant decrease, 
noting that in-state students were charged the 
amount for out-of-state students and were then 
given an increased amount in financial 
assistance to cover the cost. 
 
“Beginning in 2003-2004, Miami adopted a one-
tuition price policy,” Shock explained, “All 
students, regardless of Ohio residency status, 
were charged an out-of-state tuition rate.  Ohio 
residents then received two scholarships to  
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The chart above shows the growth in in-state tuition at 
Miami over time. 
 
discount the tuition and bring the in-state price 
back to state required minimums.” 
 
Miami University state funding has remained at 
the same, relatively low rate, since 1990 
according to David Creamer, the vice president 
of finance, business services, and the Miami 
treasurer. However, schools such as Purdue 
University refuse to let state funding and current 
budgets dictate affordability for the students. At 
Purdue in Lafayette, Ind., the Board of Trustees 
has extended a tuition freeze put in place May 
2013 to 2015. 
 
Purdue President Mitch Daniels has found ways 
to cut costs and reorganize the budget in a way 
that allows for tuition freezes. Tuition has not 
been frozen at Purdue in 36 years. According to 
Purdue press releases, he was also able to 
reduce the student cost for food by 10 percent.  
 
In 2009 Miami’s Board of Trustees enacted a 
tuition freeze for in-state students and increased 
tuition for out-of-state students by the lowest 
amount in 34 years. However, despite the tuition 
freeze, other fees increased in a way that nearly 
negated the freeze.  
 



Since 1980, the instructional and general fees at 
the “public ivy” have decreased on three 
separate occasions. Around those academic 
years, however, tuition rose, with increases 
ranging from 9 to 35 percent. 
 
The tuition in 1980 was only a fraction of what 
students see in their bills now. The 1980 tuition 
saw an instructional fee of $1,010 and a general 
fee tagged onto it of $300. Three decades later, 
the instructional fee is closer to $12,000 with a 
general fee of nearly $2,000.  
 
Creamer does not believe that this trend in 
tuition will continue forever. The variable that 
makes support for a degree more expensive is 
technology, he said.  
 
Unlike industries where technology reduces 
overhead costs, technology in education has 
made it more expensive for universities to 
operate. Instead of using a chalkboard and chalk 
to teach, professors now have computers and 
screens which need to be replaced, upgraded, 
and maintained.  
 
“Will this continue into the future?” Creamer 
asks. “I doubt it as at some point students may 
interact far less with faculty and more with 
computerized course-ware, reducing the number 
of people needed to deliver your education and 
also the need for campuses and facilities thus 
greatly reducing the cost.” 
 
Despite its costs, Miami promises a high rate of 
return on investment, with the median salary of 
graduates at $47,300 and the mid-career salary 
of Miami alumni averaging $87,200. Creamer 
guesses as time goes on students will more 
likely need to evaluate the quality of the 
education against the cost they are willing to pay 
to obtain it. 
 
Steven Carey is a Miami sophomore concerned 
about for the rising price of college tuition, 
particularly in Oxford.  
 
“In order to pay for tuition, my family wasn’t able 
to visit our relatives during the holidays, because 
air fare was too expensive. I was home for my 
long winter break and there was a noticeable 
tension between my parents. Though they 
promised me we were doing all right financially, I 
could tell the burden of Miami’s tuition had been 
taking a toll,” says Carey.  
 

By contrast, Kyle Swann, also a sophomore at 
Miami, has not noticed any change in his quality 
of living since starting school. 
  
“My parents have graciously agreed to pay for 
tuition although I am on my own for paying for 
extracurricular activities while at college,” Swann 
said. “At home I work upwards of 40 hours per 
week to help pay in any way I can. I haven’t felt 
stressed in the slightest about tuition prices so 
far.” 
 
Tuition and fees are decided on by the Miami 
Board of Trustees. The board has not yet 
announced whether tuition will increase again in 
the 2015-16 academic year. That will be 
determined by enrollment at Miami next fall 
along with other monies coming into Miami. 
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