
Rising Cost of College Living  
Students think twice about moving to campus 

 after adding up unforeseen expenses  
 

By Michael Rojas  
 

Maria Minnie started her college career in 
Oxford. 
 
A junior from nearby West Chester, Ohio -- a 
bedroom community of Cincinnati, just miles 
from Oxford -- Minnie wanted to be as 
independent and involved as possible. 
 
"I wanted the opportunity to be away from 
home, even though I'm so close, and really 
try to figure things out on my own," said 
Minnie, who has majors in supply chain 
management and marketing.  "I became 
really involved around campus. I rushed (a 
sorority) my freshman year. I also joined a 
business fraternity and made a lot of great 
friends." 
 
Reality -- of the dollars and cents kind -- hit 
after her sophomore year and her impending 
move from a residence hall to an Oxford 
rental came closer. 
 
"I started looking at what I was going to be 
spending over the next two years in rent, 
utilities, and whatever else when I had the option 
of living at home for free. I couldn't pass up the 
opportunity,” Minnie said. 
 
So when school resumed this fall, Minnie 
became a commuter, traveling from her parents' 
West Chester home to Miami's main campus, 
five times a week. 
 
Minnie is not the only Miami student lacking an 
Oxford address. Between 300 and 450 students 
commute to Miami’s primary campus each year, 
according to Graduate Director of the Commuter 
Resource Center Benjamin Williams. 
 
“I would say that the primary reason students 
commute is because of costs and where they 
are from. The costs associated with living on 
campus are high and for students pose 
challenges. In addition, students who live close 
may choose to live at home to have a smoother 
transition. Students are eligible to commute if 
they live within a certain proximity to Oxford and 
will be living with a family member or guardian,” 
Williams said. 
According to Miami’s web site, the cost of room 
and board (based on double occupancy/average 

meal plan) for the 2014-2015 academic year is 
$11,109 for first-year students. Second-year 
students are also required to live on campus in 
accordance to the university’s housing contract. 
Off- campus living costs add up quickly as well 
for third- and fourth-year students: on average 
those who live off campus spend $8,547 on rent, 
gas, utilities, and food per academic year. 
 
Those costs shocked current juniors and seniors 
when about commuting and the financial strain 
of living in Oxford. Unlike Minnie, few knew the 
huge gap between living in Oxford vs. 
commuting to campus. 
 
Senior Allie Shultz also from West Chester, 
Ohio, lives only 40 minutes from Oxford but 
chose to live at school for the duration of her 
college career.  
 
“I wanted to live on campus to get the full 
college experience, and I knew that I wanted to 
be a part of the Greek community and you have 
to live on campus to be a part of that,” Shultz 
said. 
 
When asked which living situation would be 
more cost effective, Shultz replied, “For me, it 
would probably be more cost effective to live at 
home and drive to class everyday, but I was 
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extremely fortunate that my parents allowed me 
to be completely immersed in all aspects of 
college life, including living in Oxford.”  

 
The most common theme found among students 
interviewed about the commuter option was that 
of involvement. Those who live in Oxford and 
those who commute both said that the level of 
involvement corresponded with one’s proximity 
to campus. For those in Oxford, activities like 
intermural sports, Greek life, service 
organizations, and other extra-curricular 
activities are luxuries that many commuters 
aren’t able to enjoy due to the extensive and 
often-irregular time commitments they hold.  
 
“There is no way I would be able to be as 
involved as I am now if I didn't live a ¼ mile 
away from campus,” Dani Dailey, a junior from 
Loveland, Ohio, said. “I’m always at a meeting 
for something at a really odd time and adding a 
40-minute drive to that every day would be 
exhausting.”  
 
With college debt levels rising, more and more 
students find themselves struggling after 
graduation to find a job where they can support 
themselves and begin to pay back substantial 

amounts of aid. This thought crossed the minds 
of seniors interviewed. The closer they get to 
graduation, the more real their impending 
financial situation becomes.  
 
“It’s actually terrifying, thinking about how broke 
I’m going to be after graduation,” said Kristen 
Weickert, a junior from Mason, Ohio.  “I wish I 
had thought a little more long-term when I 
decided that I wanted to live in Oxford instead of 
just staying at home.”  
 
The average cost of living in Oxford for a four-
year program is around $39,350, based on room 
and board for the first two years in the dorms, off 
campus rent, utilities, groceries and travel for the 
latter two years. Commuter students on the 
other hand only end up paying an average of 
$15,840 when the same costs are factored in – 
a savings of $23,472. This money goes a long 
way for college students or recent graduates in 
terms of living independently and paying back 
loans. When this information was revealed to 
residential students, many were stunned.  
 
“That's more than the loans I took out for all four 
years of school,” Weickert said. “I would literally 
be debt free and then some. Oh my God, why 
did I not think about this sooner?”  
 
Similar reactions came from all of the students, 
commuter and residential alike. However, while 
all of the students interviewed who lived within a 
30-mile radius from campus agreed that staying 
at home while they earned their degree would 
be the more cost-effective solution, the majority 
agreed they would not change their decision.  
 
When asked if they could go back and make this 
decision again, many still said that they would 
choose to live in Oxford, but they would be much 
more conscious of their spending. Others said 
that they could pass up a few extra activities if it 
meant not moving back in with mom and dad 
after graduation. 

 
 

West Chester Commuter
 Average Round Trip (mi)               40 
                                                               x15   
Total Miles Per Semester:          600 
 
Cincinnati Commuter 
Average Round Trip (mi)                60 
                                   x15 
Total Miles Per Semester:         900 
 
Loveland Commuter 
Average Round Trip (mi)                 50   

               x15 
Total Miles Per Semester:          750 

My Experience 
I lived on campus for two years when I stared at Miami, but when it came time for me to find a place to live in Oxford 
junior and senior year I wasn't exactly on the ball. After I did a summer program in New York I decided that I was just 
going move home for a year and save money, but now that I see how much money I’m actually saving I’m just going 
to stay home until I finish school.  The drive gets old, but I don't really mind because I get all the comforts of living at 
home and I still get a great college experience. -- MR 


