
Waging an Education 
 Price of a college diploma continues to climb 

 
By Shannon O’Connor 

 
Solely in terms of education, the average high 
school graduate working full time earns roughly 
$28,000 a year. By comparison, their college- 
educated counterparts come in at $45,500, 
according to the statistics from U.S. News and 
World Report.  
 
But the cost of that college degree has 
universally skyrocketed from Baby Boomer 
students to today. A 1980 Miami University 
graduate from Ohio was expected to pay $7,340 
for tuition, according to the Office of the Bursar’s 
history of payment. Today, the price tag is nearly 
double at $13,533. While 75 percent of Miami 
students receive assistance in some way, the 
financial aid at Miami University is not keeping 
pace with increases in tuition.  

 
Miami is the most expensive public college in 
the United States when totaling the costs of 
tuition, room and board, and textbooks. While 
officials are not pleased with this, Brent Shock, 
the Director of Student Financial Aid Assistance, 
said the disconnect is a result of a severe 
decrease in state funding.  
 
“The money Miami receives from the state of 
Ohio is near dollar-for-dollar what it was in the 
‘90s,” Shock said. “There is less help because 
taxes and costs of living and wages are 
nevertheless increasing.”  
 
Depending on the status of their family and 
subsequent needs, students are eligible to 
receive up to $5,730 total in Pell grants. In 
edition, Miami can provide a student up to 
$5,500 every year in student loans alone. 
Furthermore, merit scholarships are determined 
based on SAT/ACT scores and high school 
GPAs.  
 
Students hailing from all geographic and 
financial backgrounds know the financial burden 
first-hand. The expected total cost for an Ohio 
resident to live on campus and attend classes is 
$25,122, according to Office of the Bursar. For 
some students, that is a great deal for an  
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The price of college at Miami University, as 
at other universities, continues to climb. 
 
education at what many consider a “public ivy 
league” university. Other families, however, 
struggle to meet this price. 
 
Mary Kate Bennett is a junior from Hudson, 
Ohio. Since her father is a veteran in the Air 
Force, the GI bill covers half of her tuition and 
room and board costs. Additionally, the part-time 
worker at Harris Dining Hall receives $7,501 in 
financial aid from scholarships. As a kinesiology 
major aspiring to work in physical therapy, she 
must attend graduate school to continue her 
studies.  
 
“It will cost $80,000 a year to attend PT school 
at George Washington University in DC for the 
necessary three years, and I’m responsible for 
everything,” Bennett said. “I have no choice but 
to take out a loan. Even if I’m virtually 
guaranteed employment when I’m finished, the 
amount of debt is terrifying.”  

 
Miami is often criticized for a lack of diversity 
among the student body. U.S. News and World 
 



 
Report stated that 83 percent of Miami students 
are Caucasian, and 66 percent are from Ohio.  
Bennett believes accepting more students from 
different geographic areas is in the best interest 
of Miami, but wonders if the university has 
priced them out.  
 
“We are limiting the viewpoints of students from 
other areas of the country,” Bennett said. “Miami 
should lower the cost of tuition for out-of-state 
students so they will be more likely to choose 
our school.” 
 
Brent Shock said a number of factors are taken 
into consideration for financial aid. For merit 
scholarships, for instance, Shock’s office 
considers the rigor of all applicants’ high 
schools. But it does not consider the applicants’ 
geographic location. On the whole, that means 
that out-of-state students, who pay double the 
tuition of Ohio students, typically have a larger 
financial load to attend Miami. 
 
That’s the case for Greta Hallberg, a senior 
journalism and political science double major 
from Wayzata, Minn. Even though she came in 
with a 3.99 GPA and an ACT score of 31, she 
receives only a few thousand off of the Office of 
the Bursar’s sticker price of $41,229.00 for 
tuition, room and board, textbooks, and other 
fees.  
 
“I am lucky to be graduating debt-free because 
of my parents. They saved a lot of money to pay 
for my brother and me to attend the colleges of 
our choice,” Hallberg said. “But the price of 
college is way too high. I strongly believe 
students should receive aid if they need it, but 
should have to maintain a certain GPA to prove 
themselves.”  
 
Financially, Miami values a student body with 
varied home addresses, Shock said. 
 
“We’re always looking at the mix of in state and 
out of state students,” he said. 

 
The university is accomplishing this goal with the 
acceptance of more international students, 
particularly from China. These students receive 
little to no financial aid. This is the situation for 
Hanpei Wang, a senior accounting major.  
 
“I save some money living off campus at Level 
27 without the meal plan,” Wang said. “I only go 
home for winter and summer break since it costs 
so much to fly home. Everything is so 
expensive.”  
 
While Wang is virtually studying abroad in 
America, Miami University’s global perspective 
requirement is another expense to students. 
This graduation requirement is fulfilled by one of 
two paths. First, the student can study abroad 
over the course of a semester, summer, or 
January term. Second, they can enroll in nine 
hours of global courses and achieve a global 
perspective. Hallberg participated in the Inside 
Washington Program for a semester. 
 
“My financial aid transferred and I actually saved 
some money, since I was charged in state 
tuition. I’m lucky my time in Washington was 
considered ‘abroad,’ otherwise it would’ve been 
much more difficult to graduate on time.”  
 
Such is the case for Mary Kate Bennett, who 
has added additional classes to her already 
science heavy load of classes.  
 
“The only other alternative was to spread the 
courses over a few semesters, but I need to be 
enrolled in a minimum of 15 credits for the GI bill 
or the difference is on me. Plus, everything 
would be significantly more expensive if I had to 
stay for a fifth year.”  
 
With already expensive tuition, in addition to an 
ample number of fees, students like Hallberg 
and Bennett are not the only ones worried about 
costs at Miami.  Like many across the country, 
they are struggling to meet these perpetually 
rising figures in Oxford. The Office of the Bursar 
is willing to work with struggling families to agree 
on an appropriate price, Shock said.  
 
“I was the first in my family to go to college, so I 
understand the value of higher education,” 
Shock said. “Miami is strong education brand 
with excellent students and great undergraduate 
programs. We’d love to give everyone a chance 
to become a product of this fine institution.”  
 
 
 

Source: Miami University Office of Institutional Reseach. 
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