
Wholesome Education Comes at a Price 
Many factors can explain rising costs of college tuition 

 
By Brent David Novosel 

 
If you have watched the news or read a 
newspaper as of late, it’s no secret that 
the cost of college tuition is rising. Miami 
University of Ohio is no exception. 
 
Before students can even think about 
which college to go to, they must decide 
whether it is financially possible to 
attend any university or community 
college. Grades are not the only factor 
when it comes to choosing schools. 
 
Doug Aniol, a junior finance major at 
Miami said, “Being from Chicago and 
having to pay out-of-state tuition is 
somewhat of a burden, however I do 
receive an academic scholarship for 
$2,000 a year. The way I look at it, if you 
want a top education, you’re going to 
have to pay top dollar.” 
 
One main factor that contributes to cost 
of tuition is state funding. Schools that 
receive state funding are considered 
public – and would cost more than they 
do without the state dollars. 
 
According to Ohio Higher Education, 
Miami University received $58.8 million 
in state funding for the year 2014, which 
comes out to roughly 9.2 percent of the 
university’s total  budget. David 
Creamer, vice president of finance at 
Miami, said that amount, in dollars, was 

nearly the same as the amount granted 
in 1990. 
 
“That means that all of the increased 
cost since then has been absorbed 
through increases to student tuition. As 
long as this pattern continues, the 
increased cost of providing a university 
education will be passed through to 
students through tuition increases,” 
Creamer said. 
 
The fact that state funding for Miami has 
barely changed for 24 years is 
significant when considering three other 
public Ohio universities: the University 
of Cincinnati, the University of Akron, 
and Ohio University.  
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This graph shows the number of undergraduate 
students from each school, in thousands, 
compared to the amount granted, in millions, by 
the state of Ohio. Theoretically for the amount 
given by the state to each school to be 
considered equal or “fair,” the ratio of the 
amount of money to the number of students 
would be proportional.  



 

 

Another significant factor in the increase 
of tuition costs can be attributed to how 
universities deliver their education. In 
some industries, technology has been 
used to lower the cost of goods and 
services. When it comes to universities, 
it has done the opposite. 
 
Whiteboards have replaced 
chalkboards, vending machines can be 
found in most buildings, and most 
significantly the use of computers and 
other new technologies are 
commonplace. 

“Technology has largely been an added 
cost,” said Creamer. “Every student now 
sits in front of a computer screen that 
needs to be replaced every two or three 
years and requires substantial staff 
besides the instructor to support the 
class today.” 
 
The bursar website at Miami shows that 
students pay $228 a year for 
technology, along with several additional 
fees for facilities, including the newly 
built Armstrong Student Center.  
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As shown in this graph, the average amount granted per student by the state is not equal for 
these four Ohio public universities. Although Miami and OU’s undergraduate enrollments are 
similar, with 15,462 and 16,700 respectively, OU receives almost double the state funding per 
student as Miami. 



  

 
Miami is sometimes criticized for its 
spending and “country club standards” all 
while being named the most expensive 
public school in the country, according to 
the U.S. Department of Education. And yet, 
other figures show Miami in a better light.  
 
The Princeton Review frequently ranks 
Miami in the top five schools in the country 
for undergraduate teaching. It also boasts 
the highest return on investment among 
Ohio universities, according to 
payscale.com. 
 
The faculty to student ratio is 16:1 at Miami, 
better than OU, UC and UA.  
 
“The time to graduation and the graduation 
rate both are very good at Miami … I think 
it’s pretty clear that Miami is delivering value 
for its tuition,” history professor Rob 
Schorman said. 
 
“The time to graduation and the graduation 
rate both are very good at Miami … I think 
it’s pretty clear that Miami is delivering value 

for its tuition,” history professor Rob 
Schorman said. 
 
When asked whether the trend of tuition will 
continue to increase, Creamer said that may 
not happen. “I doubt it as at some point 
students may interact far less with faculty 
and more with computerized course ware. 
The number of people needed to deliver 
your education and also the need for 
campuses and facilities will become fewer, 
thus greatly reducing the cost.” 
 
No one knows for sure what the future of 
college will look like, but as for now tuition 
rates are increasing not only at Miami, but 
across the country. Attending a “public ivy” 
has many advantages and long-term 
benefits, but they don’t come without a 
price. 
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This shows the cost of tuition for out-of-state undergraduate students and the surcharge -- a 
flat fee the school charges for out-of-state students. Miami’s tuition and its surcharge is the 
highest among the four schools.  


