
New campus parking lot may cost you 
Isolated lot on Chestnut Street to push up fees 

 
By Kelsey McCready 

 
 

Miami University’s always-
controversial parking options are about 
to get more controversial. The 
university is sinking $4 million into a 
remote parking lot, and increasing fees 
to cover it.   
 
The purpose of the new parking lot is 
to return spots to the students, staff 
and faculty that were lost from the 
creation of the bike lane on Spring 
Street, opened last spring. 
Construction of the lot, which began in 
August, will cost Miami a pretty penny, 
more than two times the original 
estimate. The faculty, staff and 
students of Miami University will face 
an increase in parking permit prices.  
 
From 2009 to 2012, the revenue from 
parking permit sales and fees where in 
a constant decline. In recent years, 
however, the total revenue has 
increased. The past two years have 
come with a dramatic upsurge in the 
amount of money received from 
parking violation fines. These 
additional funds will help Miami in the 
preparation to pay for the construction 
of the new remote lot, as well as pay 
for the deconstruction of the building 
on the site. 
 
The building, located at 101  
W. Chestnut St, housed Talawanda 
High School until 2012 when a new 
high school building opened up on 
5301 University Park Blvd.  
 

 
The 27- acre site for the parking lot 
was purchased for a total of $1.15 
million in April.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Through a long approval process, 
Miami University purchased old 
Talawanda High School in April,” 
confirmed Claire Wagner, director of 
Miami News and Communication.  
 
“The equipment was first taken out of 
the school, and it was demolished in 
August. We will put some parking on 
the site for around 400 spots. We also 
want to use the fields that are there for 
more recreational use for the 
university,” said Wagner. 

Miami Parking Services: Revenue 

Source: Office of Finance and Business 
Services 



 
“The demand for parking is greater 
than the supply that we have. We are 
attempting to add parking spaces and 
continue to try to maintain so  
that we have the room,” said David 
Creamer, Miami University’s Vice 
President of Finance and Business 
Services and Treasurer. 
 

 

The lot is four long blocks west of 
Campus Ave. The intended use of the 
lot is to give students, faculty and staff 
more parking options. Transportation 
from the BCRTA will provide drivers a 
way to get to campus. 
 
To help cover the cost of a new lot, 
Miami will increase prices for parking 
passes for students, staff and faculty. 
The price of a faculty parking permit 
pass is going to double in cost for the 
2015-2016 school year totaling $60. 
The reasons for these increases are to 
allot additional funds to the 

construction of the new parking lot, as 
well as dissuade drivers from buying 
permits. Prices for students have not 
been released, yet.  
 
“The price for the parking permit is to 
maintain that parking on campus 
remains level. It assures that hopefully 
instead of paying for their pass, 
faculty, staff, and students consider 
other parking options,” said Creamer. 
 
Daniel Stewart, president of Student 
Senate, or Associated Student 
Government, understands the parking 
issues that trouble the students of 
Miami.  
 
“I think it is obvious that parking here 
at Miami is a contentious issue,” 
Stewart said. “One of the biggest 
challenges that Miami faces is a huge 
demand, with very limited 
resources. This is more than evident 
with the parking availability on 
campus. Everyone wants to be able to 
park on campus, but realistically, we 
do not have the resources to provide 
that option. As far as fees are 
associated, the Student Government 
believes the $75 parking ticket prices 
are too high. We have been engaged 
in conversation to try and change the 
fee structure, but as of yet we have 
been unsuccessful in making that 
change. The university’s stance is that 
with a lower fee, students would not 
care about being ticketed and would 
rack up ticket after ticket, while 
rendering our parking over capacity.”  
 
“As an off-campus commuter student, 
the lack on parking on campus is 
ridiculous. I don’t know if the new 
parking options are going to provide a 
solution to the problems many 

	  

                 Photo by 12th St. David 
Construction of a parking lot on Chestnut 
Street continues. 



students like me face,” said Michael 
Rojas, third year Miami student.  
 
As Miami drops $4 million to build the 
new remote lot, it needs the funds to 
maintain the already existing campus 
parking. 
 
“Parking garages cost around $2,000 
per space to operate. We don’t collect 
anywhere near that with permit prices 
or even fines. There might be a 
situation where the cost will continue 
to rise even more if we are not 
careful,” said Creamer. 
 
But the cost of parking maintenance 
doesn’t stop there. 
 
“Right now, I have an immediate need 
for curb and asphalt repair [throughout 
campus], which will cost roughly $2 
million,” said George MacDonald, 
assistant director of parking and 
transportation Services.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  	  


