
Miami students willing to pay just a 
fraction of student center fees 

Many unaware of addition, and further costs that will come with it  
 

BY ALEX FLIOTSOS  
 
Although Miami University’s Armstrong 
Student Center was initiated and is 
largely run by students, many are 
unaware they pay a hefty fee to operate 
the facility. These are two findings of a 
recent survey of 132 current students 
about Armstrong fees. 
 
Unfortunately, for those unhappy to 
learn about the fee, an earlier survey 
showing students’ willingness to pay 
high fees trumps their current concern.  
 
And with the project nearing completion, 
there’s no going back.  
 
Miami poured $53.1 million into 
designing, constructing, furnishing and 
landscaping the new student center by 
its opening in February 2014. Another 
$20 million is being spent on the East 
Wing Expansion, which will take the 
place of former Culler Hall and include 
Miami’s Office of Career Services, an 
Associated Student Government 
chambers, the Red Zone Sports Grill 
and Game Room, retail space and 
additional meeting rooms. While the 
price tag might sound high, according to 
Miami’s Vice President for Finance and 
Business Services David Creamer, the 
university managed to find innovative 
ways to save money by using the 
foundations of Gaskill, Rowan and 
Culler Hall, buildings that were all built in 
the 1920s-1960s.  
 
 

     Courtesy of Miami University 
The Armstrong Student Center located in the 

heart of Miami University’s Oxford campus, 
opened in February 2014. 

 
Associate Vice President of Facilities 
Planning and Operations Cody Powell, 
explained how Miami saved money with 
the project.  
 
“The first major savings occurred when 
the original new construction budget 
was just too high, so administration and 
my office began to consider other 
options,” Powell said. “Ultimately, we 
arrived at reusing the existing Gaskill 
and Rowan Halls and building a new 
structure in between. 
 
“We also employed extensive value 
engineering to find more efficient and 
cost-effective ways to perform the work.”  
 
With work on phase two still to be done, 
costs will continue to accrue for the 
university and its students. The student 
fee tacked on to tuition each semester is 
likely to increase.  
 



According to a presentation given by 
Jonathan McNabb, Miami’s 2009-10 
student body president to Miami’s 
University Senate in 2010, over half of 
students surveyed agreed to a student 
fee of $174 per semester for a new 
student center. Students are now paying 
$110 per semester.  
 
By comparison, Miami’s student center 
comes in as the second most 
expensive, behind the Ohio State 
University in Columbus. Miami also 
ranks second highest for its related 
student fee, under the University of 
Cincinnati, which built the Steger 
Student Life Center in 2004 for $52.7 
million and charges its students $257 
per semester. 
 
In a Dec. 3 survey of 132 Miami 
students, 88 percent did not know the 
amount of the student fee for Armstrong 
and 47 percent said they would only be 
willing to pay a fee of $0 to $25 per 
semester for the facility.  
 
Considering the size of the 
undergraduate population on the Oxford 
campus, the university is racking in 
about $2 million each semester for the 
student center.  
 
Not only do students seem to be 
unaware of the fee that is included in 
their tuition bill each semester for the 
center, more than half of those surveyed 
did not know phase two of the 
Armstrong Student Center has not yet 
been completed, and that an increase in 
that fee would be added later.  
 
Senior Mikaela McDermott is not thrilled 
with paying the fees given her 
upperclass status.  
 

“I think that the fee for Armstrong should 
be less for those upperclassmen who 
are living off campus,” McDermott said. 
“It seems kind of unreasonable to have 
us pay for a facility that we rarely use… 
I have only been there twice to eat at 
the dining halls,” she said.  
 
Director of the Armstrong Student 
Center, Katie Wilson said it is important 
for students and parents to remember 
that the semester fee is used to keep 
the facility running.   
 
“Dining services and anything that 
supports that comes out of dining funds. 
It’s not like students are paying twice for 
their meal plan,” Wilson said in regard to 
the fee. “A huge portion of what is 
collected goes to pay the bond and the 
rest goes to operations.”  
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Wilson mentioned that phase two would 
offer even more recreational activities 
for students. 
 
“Don’t think Rec Center. Think pool 
tables, air hockey tables, that kind of 
stuff,” Wilson commented. “Armstrong 
gives our students another place to go 
to get academic items done, but on the 



flip side, is a place where co-curriculars 
can come to life.”  
 
Overall, the Armstrong Student Center 
project price tag could reach nearly $75 
million, with 57 percent covered by gifts, 
36 percent by student fees and 7 
percent by other institutional sources, 
according to Wilson.  
 
Many rooms in the center were named 
after donors. Some include the Joslin 
family, who committed to a $500,000 
donation that named the Joslin Family 
Terrace, as well as Bob and Doris 
Pulley who made a $1 million gift to 
name the Bob ’52 and Doris ’52 Pulley 
Diner within the student center.  
 
Cody Powell emphasized what 
differentiates Miami’s student center 
from those at any other university 
across the country.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“I know that the metamorphosis of this 
project was very unique compared to all 
other projects on this campus,” Powell 
said. “Without a doubt, this project was 
initiated by students expressing their 
desire to have such a facility,” he 
continued. “It was not driven by an 
academic, administrative, or other 
business need. Further, this building is 
largely run by students and student 
employees – again, a completely 
different model than is typical for our 
campus.”  
 
The second phase of the student center 
will be completed by fall of 2017.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


