
Three Weeks for the Price of Two Months? 
With students trying to fit in time abroad into their schedules,  
is winter term a time-efficient option or an inflated alternative? 
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Miami University students who pick a winter 
study abroad class over a full semester may 
not be getting the bargain they anticipated. 
 
According to the Institute of International 
Education, more than 274,000 U.S. college 
students studied abroad in the 2013-14 
school year, paying an average of $17,785 
for their experience. While this figure 
includes everything from airfare to spending 
money, consistently the highest cost to 
students going abroad is the cost per credit 
hour. 
 
At Miami, the cost per credit hour is what 
inflates the price tag on any winter or 
summer term abroad program, Study 
Abroad Adviser Kevin Fitzgerald said. 
 
“The two major costs are flight and tuition,” 
Fitzgerald said. “Some of our J-term 
programs are six credit hours, and for in- 
state and out-of-state rates both there is a 
30 percent discount on tuition on any 
faculty-led study abroad program. But still if 
you calculate it out, even just for in-state, 
you are looking at over $5,000. Right there 
you have one third of the total cost.” 
 
Fitzgerald said that while professors are the 
ones to decide how many credit hours their 
program will be worth, that decision has to 
be approved through the study abroad 
office. 
 
“Professors submit how many credit hours 
they want it to count for, and then it comes 
through us and we approve it,” Fitzgerald 
said. “Each professor works with their 
department to have the class approved, 
including all the readings and stuff. There is 
a formula for the amount of contact hours, 
plus this, plus that, etc., to create a program 
that will get approved.” 
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Fitzgerald added that while many programs 
are worth up to six credit hours, some allow 
students the option to only take three hours 
for credit as a way to lower their costs. 
 
So why does Miami push students to 
complete six credit hours worth of work in 
three weeks, when normally the same 
course load is applied to a six- to nine-week 
summer program? 
 
“A big part of making the programs six credit 
hours is that is the amount of credit hours 
abroad needed to complete the Global 
Perspectives requirement for Miami Plan,” 
Fitzgerald said. “So a lot of students who 
choose to study abroad over J-term will take 
the six credit hours to knock out that 
requirement.” 



However, requirements aside, senior Alissa 
Pollack said she paid about twice for her 
three-week winter term abroad program in 
Italy what her sorority sister Allie Shultz paid 
for her whole summer in Europe. 
 
“I chose to study abroad with a non-Miami 
program, and spent about $10,000 on my 
entire summer,” Shultz said. “Personally I 
think my overall experience benefitted from 
this because we didn’t rush around to fit 
everything in with class requirements. I got 
to really enjoy every location we went 
through.” 
 
Shultz participated in a European Art Tour 
program through Eastern Michigan 
University where she received six credit 
hours. Shultz said she paid $4,200 as an 
out-of-state student for her six credit hours 
in total. Pollack, who was charged out-of-
state tuition for six credit hours through 
Miami, shelled out about $877 per credit 
hour. 
 
“The most expensive part of my trip by far 
was the tuition costs for the class,” Pollack 
said. “I was paying around $6,000 alone in 
credits, and then the flight was about 
$1,800, and the out-of-state trip costs were 
close to $4,000. I guess I never really 
considered how outrageous that was until I 
talked to Allie and realized I paid more for 
three weeks in one country than she did for 
two months of traveling all over Europe.” 
 
Pollack paid around $12,000 in total for her 
three-week “Italy: Visions and Contrasts” 
program taught by Dr. Daniele Fioretti 
through the Art History department. She said 
she did not travel outside of Italy with her 
program. By contrast, Shultz was able to 
visit five countries during her time abroad: 
England, France, Germany, Italy and 
Turkey. 
 
“One thing I really wish I could have done is 
travel around Europe more, and I think I 
would have had that opportunity had I 
chosen to study abroad over the summer or 
a semester,” Pollack said. “I did personally 
pay for a trip to London before my abroad 
program started, but that was unrelated to 
the program and a separate cost to me.” 
 

Fitzgerald sympathized with Pollack’s claim, 
and said that it is not uncommon that 
students who choose to go abroad during 
the winter term don’t do much traveling. 
 
“Most students who choose to go abroad 
over J-term don’t travel outside of the 
program’s curriculum,” Fitzgerald added. 
“Because of the tight timing and needing to 
complete the course work in a smaller 
amount of time, students don’t have the 
same opportunity for that as they would with 
a longer program.” 
 
To study abroad over winter term, students 
should understand that there is a possibility 
their three weeks abroad will equate to the 
same cost as an entire summer of touring 
Europe. Fitzgerald notes that for Miami 
faculty-led programs, there are also fixed 
costs that they have to factor in. “It costs a 
little more to ensure every students’ safety, 
and that they are well taken care of, and I 
think that parents are willing to pay for that 
assurance.” 
 
However, not all students’ parents pay for 
their abroad experiences, Shultz said. 
Some, like herself, rely on student loans and 
financial aid to make their abroad 
experiences possible. 
 
“Because I have student loans, I chose to 
take a non-Miami program because it was 
cheaper and would leave me with less 
student debt to repay when I graduate,” 
Shultz said. “I’m sure that my parents would 
have helped me pay for it if I had asked, but 
why would I ask them to pay more for a trip 
that there is a cheaper option for?” 
 
According to the Miami Study Abroad Office, 
financial awards given to a student may 
apply to the tuition and associated expenses 
for a study abroad program. Associate 
Director of Global initiatives Karla 
Guinigundo said that students who “plan 
ahead, and choose a program strategically, 
can leverage their Miami scholarships and 
financial aid to offset the costs of studying 
abroad.” 
 
A survey of a 121 students at Miami done 
through Survey Monkey in November 
showed all respondents would be interested 
in studying abroad over the winter term if 



given the opportunity. However, when they 
were asked if they would still be interested in 
studying abroad knowing it would cost them 
the same amount, if not more, than a 
summer program, the amount of students 
interested dropped to about 14 percent. 
 

 
 
 
Considering the dramatic drop in interest, 
respondents were then asked if it was the 
cost of the program that deterred them, or 
that it was a shorter time period abroad. 
About 88 percent of respondents said it was 
the cost in general, while about 14 percent 
said it was the fact that they would get three 
to six less weeks abroad for the same 
amount of money. 
 
Last year 600 students showed interest in 
studying abroad over the winter term, and 
this year 700 students applied, according to 
Fitzgerald.  
 

 
 
 
Fitzgerald said that if the cost of credits is 
what stops students from going abroad, he 
reminds them that they can take a program 
for no credit, but again many students need 
credits toward their majors and minors, or 
their global perspectives requirements, and 
these programs offer a unique way to do 
that. 
 
“When you study abroad with Miami, you’re 
factoring in quality of living costs and 
classes,” Fitzgerald said. “You’re not staying 
in hostels, and traveling alone, or any of 
those things you could do if you just traveled 
outside of a Miami program, so that is all 
costing you. However, studying with a Miami 
program allows for students to have a 
unique experience that they might not have 
in any other study abroad program. I think 
that when you take all the benefits into 
account, that’s really what makes it all worth 
it.” 
 

 
 
 
 


