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Armstrong 101 
Students lack knowledge on Armstrong fee 

By Edoardo Boldrini 

 
The Armstrong Student Center serves as a meeting place for students, faculty, and staff to collaborate 
and to enhance learning. When it opened in February, Armstrong replaced Shriver Center as the new 
student-oriented center where student life is run. 

Two years and $53 million later, Armstrong was created. “Armstrong was created to engage student 
activity and promote student life here at Miami,” said David Creamer, vice president of finances at Miami 
University.  

In a survey of 100 random students conducted on Dec. 2, 75 said they didn’t know they were paying a fee 
for the Armstrong Center. The other 25 knew there was a fee involved, but didn’t understand why they 
were being charged. A staggering 85 students claimed “I think Armstrong was funded by the 
government.” Another misconception: “The university was given grants from the government to build it.”  

The truth lies with the expert on this topic, Cody Powell, Miami’s vice president of facility planning and 
operations. He explained that donations were key to the project’s success. 

 “The leading donation was made by the Mike Armstrong family, hence the name of the building. Other 
significant contributions were made from the Shade family, and many others.” He also stated, “We used 
funding allocated for utility infrastructure improvements to perform this work. We also relocated some 
programs in Rowan Hall and Gaskill Hall.”  

A list of all the donors to the Armstrong building is posted on a glass wall on the north side of the hallway.  

But the donors’ dollars don’t pay for the day-to-day operation of the 
building.That’s where student fees come in. Students pay a fee of 
$110 per semester toward paying the remaining debt and operating 
costs of ASC. Although Miami receives millions of dollars in state 
funding each year, none of that money was used in the production of 
Armstrong. 

Have you ever wondered why there are so many glass walls inside 
the Armstrong center? Miami President David Hodge claims “the 
glass walls make it possible for students to see each other day and 

night, to be able to make that connection whenever and wherever.” They were designed to stimulate 
interaction among students, making interactions easier, which is an important part of the student 
experience.  

Armstrong is not only made for students, but it is also run by students. This goes to show Miami’s 
commitment to undergraduates and the importance of student interaction among all persons, faculty and 
students.  



With student fees and tuition rising and state funding decreasing, one would start to wonder why 
expensive renovations and new construction even occur. That’s especially the case when considering 
Miami is already the most expensive public university in the country, the result of decreased state funding 
creating a constant need for tuition increases. 

Looking at the financial side of Armstrong, some debt was necessary to construct the building. “A portion 
of that is being retired from charitable gifts to the project and a portion of it is funded from the student 
fee,” Creamer stated.  

The entire project was financed over a 25-year period, which means students will pay for Armstrong for 
up to 25 years.  

The most expensive parts of the project were the general construction, heating and cooling of the entire 
building, dining equipment, and the design and architecture. Those four things alone set Miami back $41 
million.  The remaining $12 went to things like furniture, fire protection, and visual equipment like 
televisions. 

A second phase of Armstrong is to be funded from gifts and other funds set aside specifically for the 
project.  

Construction work on phase two, which will connect the existing building with Culler Hall directly to the 
east, could begin as early as next fall. The renovation of Culler cannot begin until Shideler Hall's 
renovation is complete, expected to occur in January of 2016. 

“The fee for phase two is scheduled to increase by $15 per semester,” Creamer stated. None of that 
amount is intended to cover the construction phase of part II, but is instead intended targeted to cover the 
costs of operating the building. That ranges from things like utilities and cleaning, to maintenance of the 
second phase.  

That will bring the total cost of Armstrong to $65 million.  

By comparison, The Ohio State University spent $119 million on a new student center, which opened in 
2010.  

Some students on campus will argue that creating Armstrong was a mistake and a waste of money.  

But administrators argue that Armstrong is more than just a student center. It’s a place that will foster 
relationships and student interaction, along with creating more school spirit and commemorating the past.  

Through all of its architectural themes and its ambition to bring students together, it serves as Miami’s 
heart and soul. It’s a place where students can come to nd appreciate what Miami is and what it has been 
through.  

It serves as a monument to Miami’s history; it establishes the relationship between its users, and it 
enriches campus culture. Even though construction causes inconveniences for students on campus, it is 
necessary for the improvement of student life and to keep pace with the increase in the amount of 
students enrolled at Miami. 
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