
What Media Means to Me 
 
As an aspiring and upcoming journalist I agree with Tom Stoppard's original 

statement: "I still believe that if your aim is to change the world, journalism is a more 
immediate short-term weapon." The media field ranges from print, online, and broadcast. 
Each of these fields relates relevant information that can serve as a tool to better our 
world and to make the public more aware, somewhat like a weapon. In the journalism 
discipline, reporters lay valuable information on the line and share it to a target audience. 
Through this summer course at Miami University, I can see myself fitting in to the media 
world by becoming an editor, online reporter, or an online blogger. 

 
Through The Media and The Millennial course at Miami University I have 

become briefly educated and introduced to various types of journalism. The common 
themes that we have covered are international news, local news, politics, alternative 
press, and miscellaneous magazines. International news is a difficult and crazy industry 
to get into because it covers such broad ranging topics and areas. However, local news 
has a more personal feel since it covers a smaller, insular geographic area. I have learned 
that news organizations can either be left leaning, such as MSNBC, or how other firms 
like Fox are known for right wing extremists. Meeting Sarah Sidlow, the editor of Dayton 
City Paper, I learned the freedom of alternative journalism and being able to discover 
underground events. The most interesting for me was the world of magazines and how to 
manage your own creative works. Learning each of these commons themes will give me 
backgrounds on how to write for diverse target audiences. 

 
Of all these themes the two that interested me the most were the alternative press 

and the magazine world. I would enjoy fitting in among influential reporters and editors 
for world-renowned magazines. Skyping Nicole Theodore brought to my attention that 
magazine writing and editing can get you involved with famous brands such as Playboy 
or Vogue. Knowing her lifestyle choices made me realize how I need to be an eager and 
an assiduous college student.  

 
Coming into the program I had an interest in becoming a broadcaster on a news 

show, but through learning about print I fell in love. I have no idea what type of topics I 
will fall into yet but I just want to be behind the scenes, write, and hopefully manage. I 
am totally aware of how much work I have to put into my education and writing, but I 
think I have the ambition and potential to make it in this industry! Through this program, 
I have become aggressive and excited about my future. I plan to take every opportunity 
that I can acquire and I plan to read as much as possible. I hope to double major (I'm 
learning towards psychology as the second major) to increase my chances in the field and 
to have a broader knowledge of an opposite domain. My future goals are to become 
completely comfortable and confident in my work, and to help spread communications 
with my writing for the greater good.  

 
        --Haley Reedy 


