
What ‘Media and the Millennial’ taught me  
 Before I attended Miami University’s Summer Scholars Program, journalists were people 
that I pictured as working for TV news or newspapers.  It was a career path that sounded 
intriguing, but it was one which I knew little about outside of what I saw on TV, read in 
newspapers, and watched in “Superman” movies (as Clark Kent, Superman’s alter ego, was a 
reporter during the day).  During the two weeks in which I was a Summer Scholar, I learned a lot 
more about journalism than I had learned in the previous 16 years of my life. 

 Journalists, whether they work for a newspaper, magazine, or TV station, are expected to 
have news that is out faster, of higher quality, and more accurate than the competition; as such, 
stress levels are high for reporters and editors who are faced with fast-approaching deadlines.  
The most common piece of advice the people our class interviewed had for high school students 
was to get a leg up in journalism and join the school newspaper, yearbook, etc. if we knew a 
media-related career was what we wanted. These are the themes that resonated throughout the 
interviews our class conducted during the two-week period. 

 One thing that I learned about the media industry that surprised me was the amount of 
layoffs in recent years; I knew they happened, but I didn’t know how frequently.  Our class even 
talked to the former senior editor for Community Press Newspapers, who was let go last May.  
Another thing which surprised me more than it probably should have was that magazine writers 
are often trained journalists, even if they’re freelancers for the magazine.  Two other things I 
learned were that the majority of journalists don’t have advanced degrees and that switching jobs 
is almost necessary for higher salaries.  These four things only cover a small amount of what we 
learned, but they are the things that were almost totally news to me. 

 Most of what I learned only built on what I thought of journalists, and they opened my 
mind to possible specializations within the field.  One specialization was crime reporting, which 
Bethany Bruner of the Newark Advocate talked to us about; while I enjoyed the talk and found it 
interesting, I know that I’m too squeamish to stomach more gruesome crimes.  Sarah Sidlow of 
the Dayton City Paper talked about the alternative press, which covers more controversial or 
edgy topics; this beat is something I found interesting and probably a better fit for me than 
reporting crime or politics. 

 In the end, I believe that I would probably be better off either working as an editor in any 
field except broadcast or writing for the alternate press.  Both options interested me, although I’d 
prefer the latter as I enjoy writing a bit more than editing.  Journalism is something that’s 
interesting to me, but would ultimately be a more reliable and practical source of income as I 
work toward my ultimate goal of becoming a well-known fiction writer. 

--Anna Haralson 


