
Ana Carpenter, 17, has always been in tune with her 
creative side. A native of Johnstown, Ohio, she has been 
involved in music and art all her life.  “I loved art ever since I 
could pick up a pencil,” she said, noting that it came naturally to 
her.  Ana taught herself guitar at the age of 12, and credits some 
of her ability to her musical family.  Their creative spirit  
encouraged her to pursue art as a career, although even without 
them Ana would still be going down the same road.  “The 
environment didn’t influence me as much as you think; I was just 
born that way.  If I hadn’t been raised in that way, I still would 
have found it.”  Ana said, referencing the creative spark that 
drives her.  She enjoys all mediums of art, but her favorite is 
drawing people, due to how interesting they are as subjects.  
She sells her work to family and friends, and is planning to start 
a business someday and participate in art festivals.  The 
upcoming senior is president of the art club and in the top art 
classes at her school.  College-wise, Ana isn’t looking into liberal 
arts schools, and doesn’t want to go to a university just for arts.  
“I think creativity goes far beyond art, and I don’t want to be 
stuck at a school with limited options,” she says. She thinks her 
creative-thinking skills can be applied to other majors and 
careers, but wants to stay with art as much as possible.  “When 
you’re an artist, it’s your life,” she emphasized.  “It’s just 
something I’m really passionate about.” 

 
  

-- Rachel Carter 
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Ana Carpenter, right, completes a 
rose on a fellow classmate.  She 
enjoys creating tattoo designs in 
addition to other involvements in 
arts. (Photo by Rachel Carter.) 


