
Journalism- A Brave New Complex World 
Before the Miami Summer Scholars Program, journalism was many things to me.  It was 

a distant yet appealing career, one I didn’t know much about but wanted to find out about.  It was 
creativity and writing, intellect and reason.  It was an uncertain future for me.  Now that future is 
much more certain, since this program has shown me what it takes to succeed in journalism and 
careers in media.  I now know that journalism is where I want to end up as a career and what I 
want to do with my life.   

This certainty is because of what I learned throughout the program.  On the first day, I 
learned the history of journalism and how it has evolved, and how to analyze a story, figure out 
the who, what, where, when, why, and how, and the overarching question of “why is it 
newsworthy?”.   Moving forward, our class covered a different topic each day, learning the 
background of that topic, and then interviewing people from that field in person or via Skype.  
We studied newspapers and their struggles in today’s “digital first” world, what really goes on in 
television news, the ins and outs of magazines, what “online journalism” really is, and career 
options.   From all of this, and a field trip to the Cincinnati Enquirer and WCPO, I was able to 
soak in the multi-faceted field of journalism and the skills needed in it.   

Many of those skills are things I didn’t realize all journalists have to have.  All journalists 
need to be tech savvy, knowing how to manage computers, cameras, and social media skillfully.  
Regardless of whether they’re a reporter at a newspaper or a Web designer, everyone involved in 
journalism has to be a jack of all trades and needs to be able to adapt quickly.  That resonates 
with what I think the theme of journalism is today -- a brave new complex world.  The phrase 
“brave new world” is spoken by a character in Aldous Huxley’s novel Brave New World, 
referring at first to the impact of technology on humans and how powerful that is.  That is 
incredibly evident in journalism today, as the whole industry has had to alter itself and grow ever 
more complex to keep up with the Internet and demands of a tech-based world.   

Almost all of the journalists we met with as a class advocated having an online presence, 
whether through Twitter, Linked In, or a personal website detailing professional experience.   
They encouraged us to be curious, read and write as much as possible, and keep up with national 
and international news.  I was able to see all the possibilities journalism had to offer, and pick 
out what suited me and my interests.   I saw myself covering international conflict, working at a 
magazine, or being part of an arts and culture newspaper.  I know broadcast and everyday 
newspapers aren’t for me, but all these interviews taught me to question more deeply and think 
quickly on my feet.  I’m now ready and excited to hone my journalism skills in my last two years 
of high school as I prepare for this brave new complex world.   

-- Rachel Carter  

	  	  

	  

	  


