
Art ties together new student’s interests

A.J. Newberry, top, completes his third 
ArtWorks assignment in July in Cincinnati’s 
Over-the-Rhine neighborhood. Last fall, he 
transformed his car as an ArtsCar project. 

A.J. Newberry, 18, figured out pretty 
early in life that art turned him on. He began 
scribbling cartoons as a preschooler, added 
music as a fourth-grader, and taught himself to 
create and post You Tube videos by middle 
school. At Walnut Hills High School, his alma 
mater as of May 2014, he remained involved in 
art and music all four years both inside and 
outside the classroom. He played sax in concert, 
marching and jazz band over the years – and 
completed as many art classes as he could 
squeeze in. As a senior, he took over a weekly 
urban arts program for grade-schoolers and saw 
several of his cartoons published in the school 
newspaper. In July, he completed his third 
assignment with Cincinnati’s ArtWorks, a non-
profit group that hires local teens to create public 
art projects such as large outdoor murals. A.J., 
the son of Patti and Doug Newberry of 
Cincinnati, won his first gig last summer for a 
mural in Covington, Ky. In the fall, his car was 
selected for the ArtCars program, and he worked 
with a professional artist to design a Lichenstein-
inspired motif that turned his mother’s 1997 Ford 
Focus station wagon into a rolling work of art. 
This summer, he was part of a team that created 
a mural in Cincinnati’s Over the Rhine Brewery 
district. Next for A.J.: Enrollment at Miami’s 
Hamilton campus, with a transfer to the main 
campus in Oxford for second semester. Major? 
Graphic arts, with an eye toward a career in 
advertising. “I’m aiming to be the next Don 
Draper,” he said, citing the lead character of the 
“Mad Men” series about the advertising world of 
the 1960s.

-- Patricia Gallagher Newberry


